Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and standardized tests
Finland is well recognized as in the top percentiles world wide for their education system. In fact, President Obama and U.S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan, acknowledge that America can learn much from Finland's success.  http://www.ed.gov/news/speeches/vision-education-reform-united-states-secretary-arne-duncans-remarks-united-nations-ed   Why is Finland successful? In part, because it does not do standardized tests.  "Finland's education system has not been infected by market like competition and high stakes testing policies." From the first day of school (age 7) to high school graduation, school  is considered  a "standardized-testing-free zone,"  see Pasi Sahlberg's book "Finnish Lessons." 
Colorado MOU with PARCC may be terminated page 17. XVI.  Duration Renewal and Termination. MOU will have a duration through calendar year 2015 unless otherwise extended by agreement of the governing board.   MOU may be terminated by decision of the governing board by withdrawal or termination of a sufficient number of governing States.  http://www.fldoe.org/parcc/pdf/MOUColorado.pdf

TEST STRESS and Common Core Syndrome
 In 2010, more than 500 professionals signed a statement stating that the tests associated with new standards "conflict with compelling new research in cognitive science, neuroscience, child development, and early childhood education about how young children learn, what they need to learn, and how best to teach them."  Joint Statement of Early Childhood Health and Education Professionals on the Common Core Standards Initiative Issued by the Alliance for Childhood March 16, 2010 http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Lecker-State-sanctioned-child-abuse-4986416.php
Cornell University Stress related to high-stakes tests impair a student's brain function and mental health, disrupting the function of the brain's prefrontal cortex, affecting memory and attention skills. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2621252/
Because of the extreme pressure to do well on these tests, children are now being diagnosed with Common Core Syndrome.   Mental health professionals report an alarming rise in anxiety-related symptoms, including self-mutilation, coinciding with New York's Common Core implementation.  https://www.google.com/#q=%22Common+Core+Syndrome%22++gary+Thompson
 "the explosion of almost continuous high-stakes standardized testing in schools" is creating toxic stress in children, Wendy Lecker, Senior Attorney for the Campaign for Fiscal Equity project at the Education Law Center. http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/news/article/Lecker-State-sanctioned-child-abuse-4986416.php   In Colorado, a confluence of legislation has created an increase in testing this year. On top of the intensive TCAP schedule and trial testing for the new PARCC tests, school districts across Colorado have been forced to add more standardized exams in an effort to meet new mandates:
·	House Bill 12-1238, Colorado READ Act (early literacy) 
·	Senate Bill 191 (educator effectiveness) 
·	Senate Bill 212 (state assessment redesign) 
·	Senate Bill 163 (state accountability system)
The unfortunate result of the complex latticework of laws has been over-testing. https://www.dcsdk12.org/systemperformance/index.htm

COST to implement PARCC tests
The PARCC and SBAC modules are technologically advanced.  They require bandwidth of up to 1MBPS per student and newer operating systems.  According to a Pioneer Institute report, the technological implementation costs in Colorado are expected to top $140 million.  This is devastating to rural districts, private, and charter schools.  The PARCC Technology Guidelines version 2.1 makes allowances for special needs students to take the test using pencil and paper.  It is indicated that a school could opt for pencil and paper tests if granted a waiver for cause, but no schools have been granted such waivers. http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/newassess-parcc

Standardized tests are not an effective tool 
The National Research Council says high-stakes standardized tests themselves are of little educational value. Additionally,  if students pass state standardized tests one year, they are overwhelmingly likely to pass them the next. Thus, yearly testing is unnecessary to gauge a child's progress.
A 2001 study published by the Brookings Institution found that 50-80% of year-over-year test score improvements were temporary and "caused by fluctuations that had nothing to do with long-term changes in learning".  Education Week, May 23, 2001
U.S. National Research Council’s Board on Testing and Assessment (BOTA) sent a letter-report to Arne Duncan to express BOTA’s concern about the use of testing in RTTT’s (Race to Top) requirements. 
Reflecting "a consensus of the Board," this nineteen-page letter went on to review the many scientific studies that demonstrate the pitfalls of using standardized test scores as a measure of student learning, teacher performance, or school improvement. BOTA recommended that the DOE use these studies to revise the RTTT plan.  http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12780 19 pg letter .   
"Teaching to the test" is replacing good teaching practices with "drill n' kill" rote learning. A five-year University of Maryland study completed in 2007 found "the pressure teachers were feeling to 'teach to the test'" since NCLB was leading to "declines in teaching higher-order thinking, in the amount of time spent on complex assignments, and in the actual amount of high cognitive content in the curriculum."  Bruce Jacobs, "No Child Left Behind's Emphasis on 'Teaching to the Test' Undermines Quality Teaching,” Endeavors, Dec. 2007
Teaching to the Test  -  it happens.  Schools beholden to the PARCC Comon Core assessments will teach what is tested. PARC will drive the curriculum.   "When the tests are aligned to the Common Core standards, the curriculum will line up as well." Bill Gates 2009. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtTK_6VKpf4

PARCC tests are an unproven experiment
Too many questions remain unanswered with PARCC regarding implementation, administration, technology readiness, timeliness and utility of results, security infrastructure, data collection and undetermined cost.  http://thejournal.com/articles/2013/07/18/florida-legislators-want-out-of-parcc-assessments.aspx#MpcclR8gZHAfxoSs.99  Yet, children are required to take PARCC and schools are required to purchase the infrastructure and technology to support the computerized tests.   The tests themselves take too long for many children to finish let alone pay full attention. Stephanie Boyd, PARCC Coordinator for CO Dept Ed, says students currently piloting PARCC tests in our state are given 1.5 times longer to take this test, compared to TCAPS. http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.daggerpress.com%2F2013%2F03%2F27%2Fnew-state-standardized-test-will-take-students-nearly-twice-as-long-to-complete-parcc-computer-based-exams-begin-in-2014-15%2F&ei=yF-SUsf9E4vpoAT1k4KgCQ&usg=AFQjCNHYlrNL39xQwUrpm5y_wFZPJ_HMPA&sig2=_6fXSRTyQ_UffvXxpIyA9A 
There are very few sample PARCC questions made available  http://www.parcconline.org/samples/ELA#1  Of those questions, critics says that many are ambiguous, open ended, and incredibly difficult to answer, even for adults. http://ccssimath.blogspot.com/2013/11/parcc-re-ducks.html    Other critics say several questions are laced with hidden agenda and border on propaganda and indoctrination.  http://armorandshield.blogspot.com/2013/10/sample-common-core-parcc-test-questions.html
See document stating specific concerns of New York teachers and principals after their students took PARCC tests. Document is signed by 517 principals  and over 2630 teachers and parents. http://scfeeney.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/anopenlettertonewyorkparents_16nov13.pdf

Scoring the tests
Scoring errors The billion dollar testing industry, such as Pearson,  is notorious for making costly and time-consuming scoring errors.   Pearson, the company making and selling and grading the PARCC tests, delivered Florida's 2010 results more than a month late and their accuracy was challenged by over half the state's superintendents.  After errors and distribution problems in 2004-2005, Hawaii replaced test publisher Harcourt with American Institutes for Research, but the latter had to re-grade 98,000 tests after students received scores for submitting blank test booklets    Valerie Strauss, "New Test Scoring Problems for Pearson,” Washington Post, July 19, 2010; FairTest, "Errors Grow with Mounting Test Pressures,” www.fairtest.org, May 2006; Pauline Vu, "Do State Tests Make the Grade?,” www.stateline.org, Jan 17, 2008

Cut Scoring-  Pearson, creates a test and then after it is taken and scored, decides what constitutes passing. By showing those chosen to participate in the cut-score setting process other measures that they claim indicate college readiness they are able to get the outcome they want. These bookmarked scores  are controversial. http://theline.edublogs.org/2013/08/08/new-york-state-cut-scores-from-the-inside/.   http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/08/12/how-come-officials-could-predict-results-on-new-test-scores/
Scoring extended response essay answers  During the first two years of PARCC tests in Colorado, essays will be graded by humans, as per Stephanie Boyd, PARCC Coordinator for CO Dept Ed.  After these two years, PARCC hopes to work out the bugs in the computerized lexile grading system.  Neither essay grading system is ideal or highly accurate.
1. Human grading of standardized test essays has high rate of error, is subjective and is unfair,  as per inside whistleblowers who were hired off the street to grade standardized tests.  http://www.axs.tv/ui/inc/show_transcripts.php?ami=A7907&t=Dan_Rather_Reports&en=630 
2. Lexile scoring is unreliable at best.  Based on absurdly simplistic lexile scores, Sports Illustrated for Kids is more complex than "To Kill a Mockingbird." As Professor Blaine Greteman points out,"Lexile scoring is the intellectual equivalent of a thermometer: perfect for cooking turkeys, but not for encouraging moral growth." http://www.cato.org/blog/common-core-you-curriculum-you-can-keep-it?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Cato-at-liberty+%28Cato+at+Liberty%29



Market for testing products and services is booming 
Analysis by Outsell, a research and advisory company, estimated the total yearly size of the U.S. K-12 testing market to be $3.9 billion, and projected revenues would grow between 4 percent and 5 percent a year, reaching $4.5 billion by the end of 2014. Standardized tests are less about education and measuring learning, but more an economic vehicle for collecting and selling children's data.  The tests themselved generate billions of dollars for the test makers (Pearson McGraw) , data collection (inBloom, Gates and Rupert Murdoch) and software companies lining up to make a buck on children.  http://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/got-dough-how-billionaires-rule-our-schools
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/10/02/06testing_ep.h33.html?tkn=PSVFKHcN8KakBJQr1YgONoG3PmkTwT2wVDR%2F&cmp=ENL-CCO-NEWS1
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2013/08/05/core-a05.html
http://deutsch29.wordpress.com/2013/08/27/a-brief-audit-of-bill-gates-common-core-spending/

Data privacy-PARCC is administered on a computer.  All data including academic scoring, anxiety level, keystroke time, etc will be recorded. Parents cannot opt out of having their children's personal (including non-academic) data collected and sold; this is a violation of US Constitutional amendments 4 and 10. This personal data, which labels the child,  follows him/her to college, employers and the grave. Rupert Murdoch sees this is a $500 Billion a year industry in the US alone. http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/03/us-education-database-idUSBRE92204W20130303 
inBloom, a database company owned in part by Rupert Murdoch, Bill Gates, Carnegie, was piloted in JeffCo before being asked to leave our State on Nov 13, 2013.  However, every state currently still has a data mining system called SLDS; Parents cannot opt out of SLDS data collection and this follows children through the workforce as well.  http://nces.ed.gov/programs/slds/state.asp?stateabbr=CO SLDS mines the same data that inBloom does but insofar as we know, does not sell it.  But the danger remains.  Poudre School District is currently piloting a version of inBloom for younger children,  called TS Gold, which collects data on children from birth to grade 3.  http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/goldtraining

States currently opting out of PARCC or SBAC testing
Texas, Virginia, Alaska, and Nebraska saw Common Core and associated testing for what it was and refused to adopt it from the beginning. Georgia, Alabama, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Florida, Indiana, and Utah have no opted out of PARCC or SBAC testing and have decided to create their own assessments.  Many other states are in the process of reviewing PARCC and /or Common Core. http://deutsch29.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/common-core-unrest-obvious-in-17-states/

a note: Colorado is a local control state
As such, in Colorado, each school board has the statutory authority to adopt the state standards or any other set of standards, inferior or superior. This is called local control. When applied to schools, local control means that decisions about standards, curriculum and instruction are made at the local level. School districts must have standards. The type, quality and scope of those standards are left to local school boards to decide. This has always been the case in Colorado, and this has not changed as a result of Colorado adopting Common Core state standards.  Douglas County School District is using its local control to create meaningful assessments and has also opted out of Common Core.  

 


