Excerpts from U.S. Dept of Ed report: 
The Status of State Data Dictionaries 2013   see full report here: http://tinyurl.com/qd53vkv 

page 8  interviewed data team members agree that making the business case for the use of the data dictionary increases the buy-in of data stewards and program officers. 

page 5 [Colorado] The state does, however, maintain three versions of its data dictionary: a public version maintained by the Data Dictionary Analyst, a version for "power users" of the data warehouse, and a third version currently being created as part of the SLDS project. At this time, there is no synchronization between the business and the technical dictionaries, and they are maintained by different teams
page 11 Colorado’s data leaders explained that EDFacts requires them to locate and report particular data, but the elements pulled from the data warehouse and reported to EDFacts are not automatically connected to the dictionary’s metadata, such as specific tables where those data appear in other reports or other uses of those elements within the data system. They state that they still need a way to connect the EDFacts collection and reporting process back to the data dictionary’s technical side. Though the state is shifting its focus from a more tech-based data dictionary to one aimed at the business user, the interviewees note that the EDFacts collection requires both of these sides. They stated that they need to add a field that provides the physical location of each data point in order to link the different systems together 
page 10 Colorado’s data team leaders describe being "completely on board with the idea of national standards." They initially benchmarked their data definitions based on existing state statutory, current legislation, and state board rules, and then referred to Ed-Fi. They have now aligned with CEDS, and are part of the Multi-State Data Exchange, which includes CEDS as part of its strategy. 
====
States Align with Federal Common Education Data Standards (CEDS)
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is pleased to announce the release of Common Education Data Standards (CEDS) Version 5. CEDS is a national collaborative effort to develop voluntary, common data standards for a key set of education data elements to streamline the exchange, comparison, and understanding of data within and across P-20W institutions and sectors. CEDS Version 5 includes a broad scope of elements spanning much of the P-20W spectrum and includes nearly 250 new and updated data elements and 1,580 unique data elements collected.
Version 5 of CEDS can be found at the CEDS website: http://ceds.ed.gov 

　




