STATE LONGITUDINAL DATA SYSTEM,  SLDS,   OVERVIEW

While the country was in an uproar over what the NSA was doing our Colorado Department of Education (as well as most DoE around the country) was working away on their new P-20 longitudinal database (the SLDS) for our children. When most of us think of education we think of k-12, but that is no longer sufficient when it comes to tracking data on children….P-20 is the only way to go according to Arne Duncan, the US Secretary of Education. To receive Race to the Top funds a state had to commit to creating a P-20 database (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/racetothetop/executive-summary.pdf). In June of 2009 Arne Duncan stated at a conference “I am a deep believe in the power of data to drive our decisions….Hopefully someday, we can track children from preschool to high school and from high school to college and college to career...we want to see more states build comprehensive systems that track students from pre-K through college and then link school data to workforce data. We want to know whether Johnny participated in an early learning program and completed college on time and whether those things have any bearing on his earnings as an adult.” They seem to think our children are robots and if they find the perfect algorithm they can replicate perfect robot children over and over and over again. The federal government created the SLDS grant program in 2009 to give money to states to create this database and they wanted it developed in such a way that it could easily be exchanged across state lines and across state agencies (http://www2.ed.gov/programs/slds/factsheet.html). The federal government knows very well the carrot and stick approach. They know that if they offer to give cash strapped states free money they will do just about anything to get it. The federal government cannot legally create a national database, so they gave all 50 states money to build a system that could be easily exchanged across state lines. In addition they created the National Education Data Model that conveniently gives states a free template for states to use when creating their SLDS which they have strongly encouraged states to use. It originally included roughly 400 possible data points, though they continue to add more (http://nces.ed.gov/forum/datamodel/Information/overview.aspx#Attribute). Recently in January of 2012, US DoE “announced the Education Data Initiatives which is a public-private partnership that collects and disseminates student data.” Marc Rotenberg, , who is the Executive director of EPIC (Electronic Privacy Information Center) and is a law professor at Georgetown University where he teaches Information Privacy has said, “The Education Data Initiative involves several public-sector entities that gather student data and then disclose it to the private sector. The Education Data Initiatives reflects a growing trend with student data; government agencies are taking personal information that students are required to provide, skirting federal regulations, and turning student data over to the private sector with few, if any, safeguards for privacy and security.”

SLDS Part 2:
What’s so bad about a P-20 Database….
So perhaps you are wondering what is so bad about a database that tracks my child from preschool and into the workforce…..the information is already out there right? For one, medical data has FAR more privacy protections than student data. For some reason federal and state governments don’t seem to think that student data deserves the same protection. I will talk more about FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) later but just know that it was meant to protect student privacy but has been heavily gutted. It is about informed consent!!! Your doctor can’t share your data without informed consent; the same principle should apply to student data. You may say, “oh it is just grades” ….WRONG…..the data schools and districts collect is very personal, sensitive, and can be extremely stigmatizing. Now all this data is being collected and put into a database which is designed to be shared with various other agencies other than CDE and you take into consideration that states have slowly relinquished their control by taking federal money with extensive strings attached and you have a recipe for disaster!! This however has been part of the plan. Arne Duncan stated at an international UN meeting in November of 2012 that “Traditionally, the federal government in the U.S. has had a limited role in education policy.” He went on to say, “The Obama administration has sought to fundamentally shift the federal role.”
The CDE (Colorado Department of Education) is still working on the developmental phase of their P-20 database (SLDS). For one, a few more laws need to be passed to make this a reality (another plug for registering on coloradocapitalwatch.com!!). Thanks to the flow of federal money from RTTT grants beginning in 2009 there are has been a flood of education laws passed in Colorado (and states around the country) to make all this work. You might have thought the stimulus program…The American Reinvestment Act was all about helping the economy…you thought wrong. $4.35 BILLION was set aside for education reform….federal government style. So much for a local control state in terms of education!
Moving along….so CDE is working on our P-20 database. The schools and district collect A LOT of data, and then they pass it on up to the state (CDE). At the school and district level you can request copies of your child’s records and amend any errors, etc. At the state level, well they convenient left out a “parent” data field. So their response to a request to see your child’s record (trust me I have asked a few times) is…“we have no way to prove it is your child, sorry.” Yes, they stripped you as a parent out of the equation!!! It is no longer your child at the state level, it is just a student record with lots of personally identifiable information that they have great plans for…and so does the federal government!! By the way, the CDE is great about not answering questions, skirting the issue, and never getting back to you. Don’t let them tell you that their information is not personally identifiable; they have a whole policy regarding sharing personally identifiable information. So now if you have made it this far through my long winded diatribe you might be wondering what to do now. PLEASE email CDE http://www.cde.state.co.us/contact_cde and Commissioner Hammond fuller_j@cde.state.co.us and the state BoE state.board@cde.state.co.us and tell them you do not support the P-20 database (SLDS). Parents in New York successfully got their state to postpone implementation of their SLDS http://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/article/20140210/NEWS14/302100016/Children-from-preschool-forward-are-tracked-through-data?nclick_check=1 . We can do the same!!! 
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